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SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON §. 1544, TO REPEAL THE AUTHORITY 
TO PURCHASE DISCHARGE FROM THE ARMY, THE NAVY, THE 
AIR FORCE, AND THE MARINE CORPS 


Housk or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE No. 3 OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, p 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, June 2, 1958. 
The committee met, the Honorable Leroy Johnson (chairman of the 
committee) presiding. 
Mr. Jounson. The committee will be in order. We will digress 
for a moment to consider a minor bill which Mr. Smart, our counsel. 
wants to tell us about. 
Mr. Smarr. This is 8. 1544, passed by the Senate on May 6. 
(The bill is as follows:) 


[S. 1544, 83d Cong., Ist sess.] 


~ y ACT To % the authority to purchase discharge from the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, 
the Marine Corps 


Sa Py nal by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
oe Caagress assembled, That see a 4 of the Act of June 16, 1890 (26 Stat. 
, and unger of the Act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat. 717), which provides 
‘d ittimefot peace the President may in his discretion, and under such rules 
og upon sucbiconditions as he may prescribe, permit any enlisted man to pur- 
his-discharge from the Navy, or the Marine Corps, the amounts received 
tl fray, to We-covered into the Treasury’ ’, are hereby repealed. 
Passetthe S@uate May 6, 1953. 
J. Marx Trice, 


Secretary. 
Mr. Smart. Under existing law, dating back to the act of January 
16, 1890, with reference to the Army, and the act of March 18, 1893, 
with reference to the Navy and the Marine Corps, enlisted personne! 
were authorized to purchase their discharges. 
Congress, in the Emergency Powers Continuation Act, suspended 
those previous acts so that enlisted personnel may not now purchase 
their discharge. 


However, that emergency continuation act expired on April 1 of 
this year, but the Judici iary Committee brought out legislation which ' 
further extended it to July 1. As you might well imagine, some of 
the enlisted people in the field who did not get word of this extension 
on April 1, applied to purchase their discharges. So you may be 
assured that, unless this bill is passed, enlisted personnel are going to 
apply to pure ‘hase their discharges. 

You further have the anomolous situation that personnel subject 
to military service under the Military Training and Service Act 
cannot avail themselves of the old laws, even though you did not pass 
this act. 
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But all enlisted personnel will be able to avail themselves of it. 

So the net effect would be effective July 1, that unless this bill is 
passed, any enlisted personnel in any of the military services of the 
United States would be eligible to apply to purchase his discharge 
from the services, whereas no draftee would be accorded that right. 

At the present time it is obviously a very obsolete law. 

This bill will permanently repeal the two previous statutes, the one 
of 1890 which covers the Army and Air Force, and the one of 1893 
which covers the Marine Corps and the Navy. 

It is so obviously needed that I thought | would not even bother 
the Departments to send witnesses here to testify. I give this brief 
explanation in the hope and with the recommendation that the 
subcommittee report the bill favorably. 

Mr. Jounson. Do all of the departments endorse this bill? 

Mr. Smart. The Department reports urge that it be adopted. 

Mr. Jounson. Is there any objection to the report that S. 1544 be 
recommended to the committee for approval? 

So ordered. 

(Whereupon at 10:05 a. m., the committee proceeded to further 
business. ) 
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